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Edited by Vincent CHomer — july 2023

Sources : - autograph manuscript - full score
- autograph manuscript - cello part
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Mus.ms.autogr.Mayer.E.19M

The notable differences between these two available sources suggest that the work
went through different stages of completion. The most striking is the change of key. For 3 of
the 4 movements, the cello part is written in A flat major instead of A major in the main
score, which means that most of the time only the key signature differs between these scores.
The scherzo, on the other hand, is written a tone lower, in C minor in the separate cello part
instead of D minor in the full score. In addition, the cello part includes an extra 28 bars in
the central part of the Scherzo, inserted between bars 107 and 108 of the present edition.
These extra bars feature a pizzicato accompaniment motif that appears nowhere else in this
work. It would therefore have been impossible to restore the 3 missing parts of this section.
Another interesting difference lies in the notation of certain dynamics, since all the forzato
(fz) that appear in the full score become subito forte (sf) in the cello part. It seems
impossible to determine which of these two versions is the most representative of the last
state of completion of the work, since the differences between these scores lead to arguments
which can plead for one hypothesis as for the other.

The present edition is based essentially on the manuscript of the full score, taking
into account the pencil corrections that appear in it. Indeed, they seemed to us quite relevant
and we assume them to be from the hand of the composer. The corrections made to the
exposition of the theme at the beginning of the scherzo have been partly reproduced in the
reappearance of the theme after the central "trio" part. We have only reported here the
corrections that seemed essential. This solution seemed to us to be a satisfactory compromise,
both from the point of view of the consistency of the piece and the slight variations resulting
as the theme returns.

The cello score confirmed the presence of certain dynamic indications in all the parts
and was interesting for other details such as, for example, the 'trio’ indication in the 3rd
movement. The slurs can differ quite considerably between the two scores and, generally
speaking, their exact delimitations are not always very clear in the manuscripts. Since, as
seems to be the usual case with this composer, these are clearly more indications of phrasing
than precise bow articulations, it is certainly appropriate for the performers to allow
themselves some freedom with regard to these indications.

According to Almut Runge-Woll, Emilie Mayer's biographer, this quartet in A major
was first performed in public in February 1856 in Berlin by Julius Oertling's quartet. It was
also played that same year in Vienna by the Hellmesberger Quartet in the presence of
Archduchess Sophie, on the occasion of a visit by the composer to that city.
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